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Software Update Service Overview 

You can distribute Apple software updates to users by setting up a software update server on 
Mac OS X Server.  This is a new services that is include with OS X Server version 10.4.

Using a software update server lets you conserve your Internet bandwidth. Instead of having all 
your users download new software from Apple, they can download it from a server on your 
own network. 

You can manage Software Update service using Server Admin. Server Admin allows you to 
refresh the updates catalog, check the overall status of the service, and distribute Software 
Update packages across storage servers.

Using local Software Update servers your client computers access only the software updates 
you allow from software lists that you control, thus giving you more flexibility in managing 
computer software updates. For example you can:

¥ Download software updates from the Apple Software Update servers to a local 
server for sharing with local network clients and reduce the amount of bandwidth 
used outside of your enterprise network. 

¥ Direct users, groups, and computers to specific local Software Update servers 
using managed preferences. 

¥ Manage the software update packages users can access by enabling and 
disabling individual packages at the local server. 

¥ Mirror updates automatically between Apple Software Update servers and your 
server to ensure you have the most current updates available. 
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Getting Started: Configuring Software Update Server

Configuring OS X Software Update service is very easy.  In Server Admin Click on Software 
Update along the left column then click on the Settings tab.  Here you have four setting 
options:

¥ 1) Automatically mirror updates from Apple
With this option set, when an Apple software update is posted it will automatically 
download to your Software Update server.  The Software Update server checks 
every hour for new posts.  

¥ 2) Automatically enable mirrored updates
This option is turned on by default.  Educational organizations typically want to 
manage which updates are ÒadvertisedÓ to managed clients thus it is common to 
turn this option off.

¥ 3) Limit user bandwidth for updates
By default this option is set to Ò0Ó (no limit) and typically this option it left off.  In 
some large organizations or when the server is performing many other services, 
you may consider throttling the bandwidth for Software Updates.

¥ 4) Set the port for the service. 
The default port is 8000
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Software Update Server - Client Configuration

There are three primary ways to configure an OS X 10.4 client to use a local software update 
server:

¥ Workgroup Manager (for Managed Clients) 
¥ Command line (using terminal or using an ARD Send Unix Command)
¥ Modify the plist file to ÒpointÓ non-managed clients to a local SUS

Workgroup Manager

In a managed environment this is the most common method for ÒpointingÓ clients to a local 
Software Update server.  Simply enter the url of the server in the format: 

http://someserver.school.edu:8088/ (index.sucatalog is not required)

And set the management setting for the ÒSoftware UpdateÓ setting to ÒAlwaysÓ
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Command Line

Typically/never do you have standard users have the ability to initiate a software update.  Also 
many organizations are not running Work Group Manager.   The answer is a combination of 
command line settings and Apple Remote Desktop.

You can modify the preferences "manually" to point your OS X 10.4 clients to your local 
Software Update server.  The command is:

sudo defaults write com.apple.SoftwareUpdate CatalogURL "http://someserver.school.edu:8088/" (keep the quotes)

You can set this on your "master image" before deploying the image to your organization (build 
the setting in). Or you can issue the change via ARD's send unix command (as root).   You can 
Use ARDs Send Unix command to issue the above line to a selected list of computers.

To force clients to check for updates use ARD and issue the command:

softwareupdate -i -a  (run as root)

This would tell software update to install all available updates (remember you are in control of 
what is available).  Then issue the reboot command (if necessary).

Miscellaneous command line information:

To reset the pref back to default issue the command:

defaults remove com.apple.SoftwareUpdate CatalogURL (as root)

To check what a client is set to issue the command:

defaults read com.apple.SoftwareUpdate CatalogURL (as root)

You will either get the address of your local server if it is set or you will get an error stating the entry 
does not exist if the client is pointing back to Apple.
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Modify plist

Lastly, what if you do not want to use ARD and want your users (Admin users) to be able to run 
their own updates via the GUI System Preference but get their updates locally?

There is a tool called "Software Update Enabler" 

http://www.wiretapped.net/~proton/suenabler/

This free utility allows you to easily set computers so the Software Update System Preferences 
points locally. 
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