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Software Update Service Overview

You can distibute Apple sotware updates 0 users ly setting up a sdfvare update sewer on
Mac OS X@ver. This is a ne sewvices tha is include with OS XeBser \version D4.
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Using a sdiware update sewer lets ypu consere your Inemet bandwidth. Insead of haing all
your users dwnload nev sotware from Apple, they can devnload it flom a sever on your
own network.

You can manage &tware Update sewrice using &rver Admin. Server Admin allows you to
refresh the uplates cdalog, check the werall staus of the sevice, and distibute Sftware
Update paclages acoss sbrage severs

Using lccal Sftware Update sewers yur cliert computers acess only the sdfvare updates
you allov from sotware lists tha you control, thus giving yu more flexibility in managing
computer sofware updates. For example yu can:

¥ wnload sofware updates fom the Apple Sftware Upodate serers b a lacal
sewer for shamg with local netwvork clierts and educe the amourn of bandwidth
used outside of gur erterprise netvork.

¥ Drect usersgroups and @mputers b gecific lacal Dftware Update sewers
using managed pferences.

¥ Manage the sdivare update paclkages users can aess ly enabling and
disabling individual packges & the local sever.

¥ Mrror updates automatically between Apple Sftware Update sewers and pur
sewer to ensue you have the most curent updates available
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Getting Started: Gonfiguring Software Update Server

Configuring OS X &ftware Update sewice is \ery easy In rver Admin Qick onSoftware
Update along the lef column then click on theSettings tab. Here you have four setting
options:

¥ 1) Automatically miror updates fom Apple
With this option sefwhen an Aple sotware update is psted it will automatically
download © your Sftware Update sewer. The Dftware Update sever checks
every hour br new posts

¥ 2) Automatically enable miored updates
This option is tuned on by default. Educétional oganizaions typically vant to
manage which upates ae @dvertiseddo managed cliets thus it is ommon to
turn this option off

¥ 3) Limit user bangidth for updates
By default this option is seta OOMo limit) and ypically this option it lefoff. In
some lage omanizdions or when the sefer is gerforming mary other sevices,
you may consider thottling the bandwidth for Sftware Updates.

¥ 4) St the port for the sevice.
The default port is 8000

a N e Server Admin 192.168 13 2 Software 1

x 5 X
g Mo N3N ¥ -
- Ceneal
2
.Oi;:l v Automat et from A
i v Automat y enable = d *
(w3
oGS " . ot
Firew
ovde updates o
Nail
Neah
nE
O . D= ®
Software Updane
Wely
. Windows
Apple Technology Seminars for Education Page23

Introduction to Sftware Update Server



Software Update Server
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Software Update Server - dient Configuration

There ake three pimary ways to configure an OS X4 cliert to use a leal sofware update
sewer:

¥ Workgroup Manager (6r Managed @Gents)
¥ Command line (usingéminal or using an ARDe8d Lhix @mmand)
¥ Modify the plist file o @ointGhon-managed cliets to a lacal SUS

Workgroup Manager

In a managed evironmert this is the most smmon methad for @ointingClierts to a lccal
Software Update sewer. Simply eter the ut of the sever in the brmat:

http://someseer.schal.edu:8088(index.suc#alog is not equired)
And set the managemersetting or theO8ftware UpdateGsetting b @lwaysO
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Command Line

Typically/never do you have standad users hae the abiliy to initiate a sofware update. Also
mary organizdions ae not unning Work Goup Manager The ansver is a ombination of
command line settings and gple Remote Deskiop.

You can madalify the preferences "manually”a point your OS X 14 clierts to your local
Software Update sewer. The mommand is:

sudo defailts wite com.appleSftwareUpdate GatalogURL Http://somesewver.schal.edu:8088' (keep the quoes)

You can set this ongur "maser image" kefore deploying the image ¢ your organizaion (build
the setting in) Or you can issue the change via ARD's send uamroand (as@ot). You can
Use ARDséhd Lhix command D issue the abve line b a seleted list of omputers

To force clients to check or updates use ARD and issue thenamand:

softwareupdate -i -a (un as oot)

This would tell sofware update to install all @ailable uglates (ememkber you are in ontrol of
what is available). Then issue thegboot command (if neessay).

Misallaneous ommand line inbrmation:
To reset the pef back b default issue the ommand:

defaults emove com.appleSftwareUpdate GitalogURL (asoot)
To check whaa cliert is set b issue the ommand:

defaults rrad ®m.appleSftwareUpdate GitalogURL (asoot)

You will either get the adsds of gur Iacal sever if it is set ooy will get an eor stating the dry
does not aist if the cligns winting back ¢ Apple
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Modify plist

Lastlywhat if you do not want to use ARD and avt your users (Admin users)a be able b run
their own updates via the GUIyStem Reference but get their umlates locally?

There is a bol called "8ftware Update Ehabler”

Software Update
(”.;)Enabler‘ :

http://www .wiretapped.net/~proton/suenabler/

This free utility allovs you to easily set@mputers so the 8ftware Update S/stem References

points locally.
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