
facebook introductory guide 
 
The goal of this document is to give you a guide to the basic features of facebook, a 
social networking site. There will be numerous pictures and some textual explanations. 
 
The facebook homepage can be found with a web browser at http://www.facebook.com. 
However, you must create a facebook account in order to login and view any facebook 
content. For the purposes of this guide, we will be looking at two SITA test accounts: Sita 
Testdummy and Sita Testlessdummy.  
 
The first picture is of a completely new facebook Profile’s homepage. We have added 
only the minimal information in order to create the account. 

You will notice there is very little information here. Mostly the page is inviting the user 
to input information, or locate friends. These activities can be found under the “Profile” 
and “Friends” menus in the center of the blue “NavigationBar” or “NavBar” at the top of 
the web page. A picture of the NavBar is below: 
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As you begin to spend time in facebook, adding friends, adding applications, and posting 
news and photos, your homepage at login will start to look more like: 

In the “News Feed” in the center of the screen, you can what your friends have been up to 
on facebook.  
In the narrow left column, you will see the “Search” box, the “Applications” list, and an 
advertisement (in this case for a green tea diet).  
In the narrow right column, you will see “Status Updates” for you and your friends. This 
is like a micro-blog, or a way to let your friends know the trivial details of your day or 
random thoughts and feelings.  

Below that is a listing of other applications to try, or virtual gifts to send to your friends’ 
facebook profiles. 

 



If you click on “Profile” menu in the NavBar, you will be taken to your own facebook 
Profile page. This is where people can come to find out information about, see pictures 
you post, join in games or applications that you like, join groups that you belong to. A 
freshly created “Profile” page looks like: 
 

 



As you add pictures, applications (like SuperPoke), fill out your information more 
completely, and start posting to your “Wall” and the “Walls” of your friends, your profile 
page will begin to fill out. It might start to look like this: 

 
 
Because there is so much information displayed, you have to scroll way down to see it 
all. The next two pictures are a continuation of the Profile page above. 
 
As you can see from the pictures of Sita’s facebook profile page, this is where you can 
start to get yourself in trouble with University officials or potential employers. In 
Activities (below) Sita brags that she likes to set off metal detectors with her piercings. 
Sita uses possibly objectionable “Applications” like “Naughtier Poke.” Sita’s friend Sita 
posted a comment to her wall about how drunk he was over the weekend, leaving himself 
open to an underage drinking charge or violation of dry campus rules.  
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Your choice of groups in facebook can also give you trouble later. For instance Sita 
Testdummy is interested in the following 2 groups: 
 

 
 

 
 
(These groups were chosen to illustrate a point. We are not making an editorial comment 
on the worthiness of these groups or group members.) 
Some employers may not find piercing acceptable, or perhaps athletic team rules 
specifically prohibit athletes having piercings. Membership in these groups may cause 
Sita later discrimination or violate rules. Groups you belong to show up on your “Profile” 
page in the column under your name and are posted as news on your “Mini Feed.” 
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