
008:064:001 Victorian Literature:  Narrative Practices in Poetry and Prose 

T/TH 3:55-5:10, 213 EPB 

 

Instructor: Deborah Manion 

Office Hours: T/Th 2:00-3:30 and gladly by appointment 

Office: 432 EPB 

Email: deborah-manion@uiowa.edu 

Syllabus Spring 2011 

 

Course Description:  This course will explore narrative themes and tropes of Victorian 

literature as presented in the poetry and fiction of a wide range of British authors.  Themes will 

include transgressive sexualities, the supernatural, the visual imagination, and storytelling itself.  

Germane to this last one are the differing practices of form that we will encounter throughout the 

semester, such as variations on narrative point of 

view from the more typical first- and third-person 

variety to the multi-layered texts that contain 

embedded narratives (told by characters within the 

stories) and/or different modes of transmission 

made manifest in things like fictional diary entries, 

letters, newspaper clippings, and transcriptions of 

recordings.  The tremendous broadening of 

narrative structures such as these in literature of 

the nineteenth century clears the way for further 

expansion and experimentation on the part of 

modernist writers emerging at the start of the 

twentieth century.  The substantial influence of 

Victorian literature extends well beyond that, 

though.  Both the adventurousness of Victorian 

stories and the ingenuities of their formal 

presentations have inspired the flourishing neo-

Victorian and Steampunk movements in current 

literature, film, and other visual arts.   

 

Required Texts:                   

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (Penguin)       Henry O’Neil, The Pre-Raphaelite, 1857 

Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone (Penguin) 

Bram Stoker, Dracula (Penguin) 

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (Oxford) 

Additional readings posted on ICON          

 

Grading Policy: The University of Iowa uses the A-F grading system.  To receive an A or A- in 

the course, you must consistently present outstanding work for all assignments and discussions.  

A B+, B, or B- is earned by presenting a mix of excellent and satisfactory work.  A grade of C+, 

C, or C- reflects work and participation that is meeting requirements.  The D range is reserved 

for students whose work is poor and meeting the bare minimum of requirements, and an F 

represents a failure to meet course requirements. 



 

Requirements:   Paper 1, 3-4 pages     20% 

      Paper 2, 5-6 pages      25% 

      Participation     15% 

      Quizzes/Short written assignments   15% 

      Wiki      25% 

   -rough draft presentation, 10% 

   -final presentation, 10% 

   -self-reflection write-up, 5% 

 

Attendance Policy:  Attendance is expected and will reflect in your final grade as part of the 

class participation assessment.  Excessive absences will indicate a lack of participation, resulting 

in a poor or failing participation grade (15% of final grade).  The CLAS identifies the rare 

circumstances under which absences are excused, and these cases must be appropriately 

documented to receive class credit.  If you need to miss a class for such a reason, please speak to 

me beforehand so that we may arrange assignments accordingly. 

 

Participation and Professionalism:  Great participation involves speaking often in class but 

without dominating discussion; sharing short assignments, discussion questions, and informal 

commentaries; and having an active role in group activities.  Professionalism refers to showing 

respect for others’ ideas and opinions in the classroom. This includes having your cell phones 

turned off.  Participation and professionalism make up a significant percentage of your final 

grade for two simple reasons:  this is a discussion course, and you should be rewarded for your 

daily contributions; and this is a course where sensitive issues may come up, and we all need to 

treat our colleagues with respect. 

 

Papers 1 & 2:  Each of these papers must be submitted in hard copy AND electronically 

through our ICON website.  Neither will require additional research but should rather showcase 

your own engaging argumentation that relies on your close-reading, analytical, and expository 

skills.  The second paper will be slightly longer than the first and may engage with scholarly 

articles in support of your thesis if you wish but, if so, should be discussed with me first.   

 

Late Paper Policy:  Short assignments (such as discussion questions and reading responses) 

will not be accepted late, and quizzes cannot be made up.  If circumstances make it 

impossible for you to hand in a formal essay on time, please speak to me prior to the due date 

for that assignment.  Otherwise, each day past due will result in a ½ grade penalty for that paper.  

Late papers will not be accepted more than two class sessions past due.     

 

The Wiki: This is a major and exciting aspect of our course.  We will work on these sites all 

semester in groups, with each group assigned to a different text.  You will have opportunities to 

identify your own areas of expertise, provide self- and group-assessments, present your wiki to 

the class at different stages, and interact directly with ITS staff and equipment to get all the 

technical help you need.  The class wiki will be available to the general public and should prove 

to be a valuable resource for those web-surfers interested in our texts and our course.  The 

umbrella site is already quite popular and well-regarded, so you have a great opportunity here to 

learn valuable and versatile skills while engaging with Victorian literature and culture in lively 



and unconventional ways.  I welcome frequent questions and discussions about the process and 

progress of these sites throughout the semester.  I assure you we will spend ample time helping 

each other make our class “Vicwik” as impressive—or more so—than the ones already available.  

Further information, including a grading rubric, will follow shortly.      

 

Students with Special Needs:  I need to hear from anyone who has a disability that may require 

some modification of seating, testing or other class requirements so that appropriate 

arrangements may be made.  Please contact me during my office hours. 

 

Student Resources:  If you would like additional help with your writing skills, please speak 

with me.  You can also visit the Writing Center in 110 EPB to schedule an appointment with 

them.  E-mail tutoring is available through the Writing Center’s website, 

http://www.uiowa.edu/~writingc, where you will also find more information about Writing 

Center services. 

 

Schedule of Assignments (Subject to change with written notice): 

 

Tues, 1/18 Introductions, syllabus review 

Thurs, 1/20 Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (An Autobiography, edited by Currer Bell), chaps 1-6 

 

Tues, 1/25  Jane Eyre, chaps 7-15 (to end of Vol. 1) 

Thurs, 1/27 Jane Eyre, chaps 16-19 (or, Vol. 2 chaps 1-4) 

 

Tues, 2/1 Jane Eyre, chaps 20-26 (to end of Vol. 2);  

Thurs, 2/3 Jane Eyre, chaps 27-30 (or, Vol. 3 chaps 1-4) 

 

Tues, 2/8 Jane Eyre, chaps 31-end (or, Vol. 3 chap 5-end);  

Thurs, 2/10 Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone, Prologue-First Period, chap 7  

 

Tues, 2/15 The Moonstone, First Period chaps 8-18 

Thurs, 2/17 The Moonstone, First Period chap 19-Second Period, First Narrative chap 2;  

 

Tues, 2/22 The Moonstone, Second Period, First Narrative chap 3- Second Narrative, chap 4 

Thurs, 2/24 The Moonstone, Second Nar. Chap 5-Third Nar. Chap 9 

 

Tues, 3/1 The Moonstone, Third Narrative chap 10-Epilogue; Wiki draft presentation on The 

Moonstone 

Thurs, 3/3 Christina Rossetti, “Goblin Market”; Wiki draft presentation on “Goblin Market”  

 

Tues, 3/8  Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess,” “Porphyria’s Lover”; Wiki draft presentation 

on Browning poems 

Thurs, 3/10  Augusta Webster, “A Castaway” 

**Friday, 3/11:  FIRST ESSAY DUE on ICON and in my mailbox by 5:00 PM** 
 

Tues, 3/15 and Thurs, 3/17:  SPRING BREAK 

 



Tues, 3/22 Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach”; ; Wiki draft presentation on Arnold’s poems 

Thurs, 3/24 Rosamund Marriott Watson, “The Ballad of the Bird-Bride,” “A Ballad of the Were-

Wolf”; Wiki draft presentation on RMW 

 

Tues, 3/29 Bram Stoker, Dracula, chaps 1-8 

Thurs, 3/31 Dracula, chaps 9-12  

 

Tues, 4/5 Dracula, chaps 13-19 

Thurs, 4/7 Dracula, chap 20-24 

 

Tues, 4/12 Dracula, chaps 25-end 

Thurs, 4/14 Dracula Screening—extended session* 

 

Tues, 4/19 Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Preface-chap 10 

Thurs, 4/21 The Picture of Dorian Gray, chaps 11-end 

 

Tues, 4/26  Advanced Wiki Q & A session; Pamela Thurschwell, from Literature, Technology, 

and Magical Thinking, 1880-1920 

Thurs, 4/28 Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Speckled Band”; “A Scandal in Bohemia”; “The Final 

Problem”; Wiki draft presentation on Sherlock Holmes stories 

FRIDAY, 4/29:  SECOND ESSAY DUE on ICON and in my mailbox by 5:00 PM. 

 

Tues, 5/3  Readings TBA 

Thurs, 5/5 Course wrap-up 

 

FINAL EXAM:  Wednesday, May 11, 9:45 AM:  Wiki Final Presentations plus self-

reflective essay due 

 

Wiki Groups:  

Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone 

Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach” 

Rosamund Marriott Watson, poems 

Robert Browning, poems 

Christina Rossetti, “Goblin Market” 

Arthur Conan Doyle, Selected Sherlock Holmes stories 

 

  



Additional UI and CLAS Policies and Procedures 

Administrative Home 

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is the administrative home of this course and governs 

matters such as the add/drop deadlines, the second-grade-only option, and other related issues. 

Different colleges may have different policies. Questions may be addressed to 120 Schaeffer 

Hall, or see the CLAS Student Academic Handbook. 

 

Electronic Communication 

University policy specifies that students are responsible for all official correspondences sent to 

their University of Iowa e-mail address (@uiowa.edu). Faculty and students should use this 

account for correspondences. (Operations Manual, III.15.2. Scroll down to k.11.) 

 

Accommodations for Disabilities 

A student seeking academic accommodations should first register with Student Disability 

Services and then meet privately with the course instructor to make particular arrangements. 

See www.uiowa.edu/~sds/ for more information. 

 

Academic Fraud 

Plagiarism and any other activities when students present work that is not their own are 

academic fraud. Academic fraud is a serious matter and is reported to the Director of 

Undergraduate Studies, Professor Lori Branch (lori-branch@uiowa.edu) and to the Associate 

Dean for Undergraduate Programs and Curriculum, Helena Dettmer. The instructor and Director 

of Undergraduate Studies decide on appropriate consequences at the departmental level while 

the Associate Dean enforces additional consequences at the collegiate level. See the CLAS 

Academic Fraud section of the Student Academic Handbook. 

 

CLAS Final Examination Policies 

Final exams may be offered only during finals week. No exams of any kind are allowed during 

the last week of classes. Students should not ask their instructor to reschedule a final exam since 

the College does not permit rescheduling of a final exam once the semester has begun. 

Questions should be addressed to the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Programs and 

Curriculum, Helena Dettmer. 

 

Making a Suggestion or a Complaint 

Students with a suggestion or complaint should first visit the instructor, then the course 

supervisor, and then the Director of Undergraduate Studies, Professor Lori Branch (lori-

branch@uiowa.edu). Complaints must be made within six months of the incident. See the CLAS 

Student Academic Handbook. 

 

Understanding Sexual Harassment 

Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the well-being of 

students, faculty, and staff. All members of the UI community have a responsibility to uphold 

this mission and to contribute to a safe environment that enhances learning. Incidents of sexual 

harassment should be reported immediately. See the UI Comprehensive Guide on Sexual 

Harassment at www.uiowa.edu/~eod/policies/sexual-harassment-guide/index.html 

for assistance, definitions, and the full University policy. 

 

Reacting Safely to Severe Weather 

In severe weather, class members should seek appropriate shelter immediately, leaving the 

classroom if necessary. The class will continue if possible when the event is over. For more 

information on Hawk Alert and the siren warning system, visit the Public Safety web site, 

http://www.uiowa.edu/~pubsfty/intlinks.htm. 
 

mailto:lori-branch@uiowa.edu
mailto:lori-branch@uiowa.edu


Student Classroom Behavior  

The ability to learn is lessened when students engage in inappropriate classroom behavior, 

distracting others; such behaviors are a violation of the Code of Student Life. When disruptive 

activity occurs, a University instructor has the authority to determine classroom seating patterns 

and to request that a student exit the classroom, laboratory, or other area used for instruction 

immediately for the remainder of the period. One-day suspensions are reported to appropriate 

departmental, collegiate, and Student Services personnel (Office of the Vice President for 

Student Services and Dean of Students). 

 


